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In addition, although timber is normally
an "A" class charge, it was put Into "Mis-
cellaneous." Further allowances are the
20 Per cent, reduction on crude cyanide
and special rates for gold flotation re-
agents. Members also know that the Gov-
ernment has appointed a committee to
inquire into the possibility of a flat rate
being charged throughout the State for
water supplies. In the main. I would say
that complaints have come largely from
the 'fields, and exactly what the deter-
miniation of the committee will be I can-
not say at the moment. However. I think
it was largely set up as a result of the
many complaints that came from people
on the Goldfields and Norseman, because
they had to pay a much higher price for
water than people in the metropolitan
area.

One cannot get away from the fact that
it is not possible to grant much relief
to the goidmining industry until we get a
rise in the price of gold. While I agree
with the sentiments expressed by both
the member for Boulder and the member
for Merredln-Yilgarn, the hard, cold fact
remains that it is much too big a Job
for the State. We can and have assisted
in small items, such as water, rail freights
and in other ways, as well as lending a
large sum of money, about £100,000, to the
firewood company, but it is not Possible to
do any more. If we are to have any great
success, there must be an increase in the
price of gold.

All we can do is to keep putting pres-
sure on the Commonwealth Government
who, in turn, will have to keep Putting
pressure on the International Monetary
Conference with a view to getting an in-
creased price for our gold. That would
make it possible for our mines to do all
they want to do in the way of develop-
ment, etc. and I hope the day is
not far away when we will be able to
work many of the mines that have been
forced to close down during the Past-war
period of inflated prices. Therefore, I con-
sider that nothing constructive could
emerge from the holding of a Select Corn-
mnittee as suggested by the hon. member,
but it behoves us as a Government to
exert all the pressure we can on the
authorities in America to ensure that we
will obtain an increased price for our
gold.

On motion by Mr. Butcher, debate ad-
journed.

ADJOURNMENT-SPECIAL.

THE PREMIER (Hon. D. Rt. Mctarty-
Murray): I move-

That the House at its rising adjourn
till 2.30 Pm. tomorrow.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 10.41 p.

ipegalatiurp (lmuil
Thursday, 23rd October, 1952.
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QUESTIONS.

LICENSING ACT.
As to Clubs Outside Metropolitan Area.

Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND (for Hon. G.
Bennetts) asked the Minister for Trans-
port:

(1) How many club licenses are in
force under the Licensing Act outside the
metropolitan area?

(2) Where are these clubs situated?
(3) What is the Population of the par-

ticular towns concerned?
The MINISTER replied:

(1) Sixty-five.
(2) The number of licensed clubs in

each town is as follows:-
Albany. 3; Mt. Barker, 2; Keller-

berrin, 1; Meckering, 1; Merredin. 2;
Beverley, 1; Corrigin, 1; Pingelly. 1;
Bunbury, 4; Carnarvon, 1: Geraldton. 4;
Boulder. 3: Kalgoorlie. 7; Onowangerup.
1; Katanning, 1; Balcatta, 1; Moora, 1;
Hanvey, 2; Bridgetown, 3; Deanmill, 1;
Donnelly River, 1: ManJimup, 1: Nyamup.
1; Pemberton, 1; Quinninup, 1; Shannon
River, 1; Northam, 4; Busselton,. 2; Mar-
garet River. 1: Kalamunda, 1; Goomalling,
1; Toodyay, 1; Wundowle, 1; Wagin, 1;
Narrogin, 2; Bullfinch, 1: Bruce Rock, 1;
Narembeen, 1: Quairadlng, 1. Total, 65.

(3) Definite Particulars regarding the
Population of these towns cannot be ob-
tained at short notice. If the hon. mem-
ber will call at my office I will provide
him with a list showing the Populations
of the local authorities concerned.

- RAILWAYS.
ta) As to Goldfteids Freights and Fares.

Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND ( for Hon. G.
Bennetta) asked the Minister for Rail-
ways:

(1) Is It the intention of the Railway
Department to increase rail freights and
fares on the Goldfields line?

(2) If so-
()what will be the amount of the

increase;
(b) when is It likely to take effect?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) The matter of increases in railway

freights and fares is one for Government
determination. There is no intention to
make any increases at present.

(2) Answered by No- (1).

(b) As to Coo gee-Kwinana Line Gauge.
Hon. J. Mcl. THOMSON asked the

Minister for Railways:
In view of the enormous amount of

money to be spent by the Government, the
Anglo-Iranian Oil Coy., the Broken Hill
Pty. Ltd., and other financial Interests,

and future harbour development for the
port of Fremantle, with Fremantle ulti-
mately as the terminus of the standard
railway gauge-

(1) Has the Government given full
consideration to making all the
necessary provisions for the
future extension of the standard
railway gauge along the proposed
route of the Coogee-Kwlnana
railway?

(2) Will the Government give con-
sideration to Clause 5 of the
recommendations of the Select
Committee on Standardisation of
Railway Gauge from Kalgoorlie
to Fremantle, which reads:-

That a complete investiga-
tion be made of the territory
in the vicinity of Southern
Cross, to the Corrigin district,
and thence westerly In the direc-
tion of a developmental railway
route recommended by a former
Engineer-in-Chief (Mr. Stile-
man), or along any other route
found suitable, to Fr-emantle,
etc.

(3) Will the Government consider
appointing an independent rail-
way construction engineer to re-
port on this route, and the
future linking up with Fre-
mantle?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) The possibility of conversion to

standard gauge is considered in all pro-
posals for railway development and no
exception will be made in the case of
this proposed railway.

(2) and (3) This question was referred
by the previous Government to the Rail-
way Advisory Board which was the appro-
priate body to deal with such matters.
Although standardisation does not appear
likely in the immediate future, full con-
sideration of all relative factors will be
given before any final decisions are made.

BILLS (4)-THIRD READING.
1. Child Welfare Act Amendment.

Returned to the Assembly with an
amendment.

2, Pharmacy and Poisons Act Amend-
ment.

3, Health Act Amendment (No. 1).
4, Rents and Tenancies Emergency Pro-

visions Act Amendment (Con-
tinuance).

Passed.

BULL-FREUAXTLE ELECTRICITY
UNDERTAKING (PURCHASE

MONEYS) AGEEMENTS.
Received from the Assembly and read

a first time.
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BIELL-HEALTH ACT AMENDMENT
(No. 2).

In Commiuttee,
Resumed from the previous day. Hon.

H. S. W. Parker In the Chair; the Minister
for Agriculture In charge of the Bill.

The CHAIRM4AN: Progress was reported
after Clause 7 had been agreed to.

Clause "-ection 276 amended;
The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:

I move an amendment-
That in lUne 3 of paragraph (a) of

Proposed new Subsection (2) of Sec-
tion 275 the words "is entitled to pay-
ment of" be struck out and the words
"shall be paid" Inserted in lieu.

Members will recall the discussion of last
evening. At the request of Dr. Hisiop I
have moved this amendment.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clause 9--Sectlon 322 re-enacted:
Hon. E. M. DAVIES: I hope the Com-

mittee will not agree to this clause, the
purpose of which is to transfer the liability
for the payment of the cost incurred by
local authorities-it is a ratio of one-third
by the local authority and two-thirds by
the Government-to the patient. As I
said during the debate on the second read-
ing, the cost of treatment in the Infectious
Diseases Hospital Is now beyond the finan-
cial capacity of the average Individual to
pay.

When, under the provisions of the Act.
a person Is ordered to that hospital by a
medical practitioner, it Is for the purpose
of protecting the public and preventing apossible epidemic of whatever the disease
may be from which the patient is suffer-
ing. The cost of that hospitalisation
should therefore be a charge on the Pub-
lic Health Department. The cost of treat-
ment In the Infectious Diseases Hospital
was not exorbitant in days gone by but,
the incidence of diphtheria having been
reduced to Its present low level, the cost
per bed per day in this hospital baa risen
proportionately to the present figure of
70s. It Is for those reasons that I hope
the Committee will not agree to the clause.

The M[INISTER, FO>R AGRICULTURE:
I do not think one can differentiate greatly
between a disease that Is Infectious and
one that is not. If the argument put for-
ward by the hon. member were accepted.
it would have to be applied to all diseases.
I do not think the cost per day of treat-
ment in the Infectious Diseases Hospital
is much greater than in any other hospital.

Members: Oh yes, it Is.
The MIINISTRm FOR AGRICULTURE:

Some hospitals charge as much as 21
guineas a week for a bed.

Hon. J. G. Hislop:, So do some of your
own. LA

T7he MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Members should realise that some people
in the State could well afford to pay for
hospital accommodation but if this pro-
vision is not re-enacted they will not have
to pay.

Hon. H. L. Roche: Few could afford to
pay £3 10s. per day.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
There are some that could afford it.

Hon. A. L. Loton:, We must legislate for
the majority.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The money to run these hospitals, if the
patients do not pay, can come only from
taxation or from borrowings on the tax-
payers' account, If this provision Is not
agreed to, it will not be possible to claim
payment from anyone. I do not know of
two cases where a hospital in this State
has sued a patient who could Dot afford to
pay. We may depend on liberal treatment
by the Government in this matter because
it has always had to foot the bill for
patients who could not afford to pay for
hospital treatment, and It will continue to
do so. By putting this provision back into
the Act, it might mean, in the minds of
members of this Chamber, that we will
be making a charge on everybody. I do
not know of one case, In the past history
of hospital management, where a charge
has been made respecting a patient who
cannot afford to pay. In the old days
we looked to the local authority to meet
the cost.

Hon. H. L. Roche: Why was it taken
out before?

The MNISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
It was taken out because the local auth-
orities were paying it. That was in 1950.
Since then we have obtained some finan-
cial assistance from the Commonwealth
Government which affords some relief.

Hon. E. M. Davies: It is only Ss. 3d. a
day for a patient in an infectious diseases
hospital.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
A person would be very unwise not to en-
sure against sickness these days because
of the small contributions that have to be
made, and I know that my insurance policy
covers me for more than 8s. 3d. a day.

Hon. E. M. Davies: A person contribut-
ing to a health scheme obtains 4$. from
the Commonwealth Government and 9s.
from the benefit society.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
If we want to socialise hospitalisation let
us do so, but I know that we take away
from the pockets of the people the money
that is necessary to carry out such
socialisatlon.

Hon. C. W. D. Barker: People cannot
afford to pay £3 l0s. a day.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
If members do not wish to have this pro-
vision put back, they cannot accept my

1551



1552 COUNCIL.)

challenge that I do not know of one hos-
pital. particularly a Government hospital,
that has made a Patient Pay when he could
not afford to do so.

Hon. E. M. Davies., That is not correct.
The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:

Z will accept the hon. member's challenge
and on Tuesday I will produce the facts
for him. However. I do not mind if the
hon. member desires the general com-
munity to pay for socialised hospitaliza-
tion If he considers that that is what his
electors desire.

Hon. K. M. Davies: I do not say it is
socialised hospitalisation.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The hon. member is trying to start it on
its way. What Is the difference? I will
tell the House the difference between an
infectious case and one that is not. A
patient suffering from an infectious disease
is forced to go to a hospital for treatment,
but how many Patients_ today suffering
from ordinary Illnesses are nursed in their
own homes?

Hon. F. R. H. Lavery: They are not in-
fectious cases.

The INISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I know that and that is why I say that
an infectious ease has to go to the hos-
pital for treatment. However, how many
people today are nursed in their own
homes?

Hon. F. R. H. Lavery: A very small per-
centage.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I agree with the hon. member, and so
they go to hospital for treatment. That
is why we are paying up to £8,000 for the
accommodation of patients in some hos-
pitals. In a short while we will probably
be asked to expand the accommodation
available at the Infectious Diseases Hos-
pital. It is true that science has materially
assisted us and it has been of great benefit
in preventing the spread of Infectious dis-
eases. I refer particularly to diphtheria.
Further, there are very few cases of typhoid
now as compared with days gone by. I feel
sure the hon. member knows that there is
a very small percentage of infectious cases.
There are times when we have an out-
break, but that is not very often. Uf the
hon. member goes against my advice and
is still desirous of deleting this provision.
the responsibility is his.

Hon. F. Rt. H. Lavery: How long are
patients kept In the Infectious Diseases
Hospital?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
They are held only sufficiently long to
render them safe from spreading the
disease among the community and no
longer. Because of the demands that are
made on the available accommodation, the
hospital authorities are pushing the
patients out a Uittle bit too soon.

Hon. F. Rt. H. Lavery: Not In the case
QE the Infectious Diseases Hospital.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
No, there they make sure the patients are
Well enough to be discharged.

Hon. F. R. H. Lavery: They have suffi-
cient beds.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I am not going to answer any more the
hon. member's interjections because they
do not carry much weight. Members do
not want any further assurance from me
that hospitals do not make a patient pay
for the treatment unless he can afford to
do so.

Hon. E. M. DAVIES: I am sorry the
Minister has rather clouded the issue in
a way because he has confined his re-
marks to the question of hospitalkzation.
There is no analogy between an ordinary
patient and one suffering from an in-
fectious disease. Patients suffering from
an ordinary illness can be nursed In their
own homes, but an infectious disease case
is compelled to submit to segregation in
an infectious diseases hospital to safe-
guard the community and to prevent an
epidemic.

I consider that this is an instance
where the charge should not be levied
against the individual. The Minister has
said that there are many people who can
pay, but I venture to suggest that there
are few people in that position. The local
authorities are meeting the charges for
the full amount and they have to wait
for a refund from the Government or the
individual. Two local authorities within
a short space of time have received an
account of £400 for two children each of
whom was a patient In the Infectious Dis-
eases Hospital for two months. That
means the hospital treatment for each
child cost £200. There are children int
some families who are regarded as carriers
although not suffering from an infectious
disease, and they would be placed in an
infectious diseases hospital.

The Minister for Agriculture: A carrier?
Hon. E. M. DAVIES: Yes. A carrier Is

sent to the Infectious Diseases Hospital
and a charge is made, the local authority
concerned having to pay its proportion
of one-third, while the patient is asked
to pay whatever he can. The Minister
has referred to cases that are taken off
ships. At present, with ordinary cases,
the hospital charge is met by the ship-
ping company. Provision could be made
for patients who are taken off ships
suffering from an infectious disease to be
treated in the same way. A hardship is
inflicted on some of the local authorities
in the metropolitan area where there is a
great influx of people, because sometimes
a person is committed to the Infectious
Diseases Hospital although not a resident
of the district of the local authority con-
cerned. It Is iniquitous to ask a local
authority to be responsible for the charge
incurred by such a patient when he Is
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placed in an Institution for the safety of
the public. I hope the G7overnment Will
bring down legislation later on to prevent
the anomalies that will be created by the
retention of this clause. I ask the House
to vote against it to prevent it becom-
ing part and parcel of the legislation.

Hon. J. 0. HISLOP: It is amusing to
note two members arguing about hospital
matters. Mine has usually been a lone
voice, but now some keen interest in the
subject is being shown.

The Minister for Agriculture: We al-
ways let you be the spokesman.

Hon. A. L. Loton: For the Government?
Hon. J. G. HISLOP: in the past the

feeling was that the hospitals belonged
to the people and not to the Government.
As a result of some sentimental notions
on the part of a former Prime Minister.
the late Mr. John Curtin, a proposal was
put up that admission to hospitals should
be free and that the patient would not be
questioned as to his financial status be-
fore admission. Following upon that,
during the regime'of the next Prime Min-
ister, the late Mr. Chifley, a scheme was
introduced making hospital accommoda-
tion free to the people.

The Minister for Agriculture: That is
why this particular provision was taken
out of the Act.

Hon. J. G. HISLOP: That is correct.
At the time I asked the Government not
to have anything to do with the scheme
as it would ultimately destroy hospital
finance, which it did, and also public in-
terest. Now it is proposed to get over the
whole difficulty by merely reinserting the
provision that was formerly deleted. That
will not get over it at all. What is re-
quired Is an entirely new approach to the
whole matter of hospitalisation and the
cost to the individual patient.

When the Minister states that no
hospital authorities have prosecuted per-
sons for the recovery of fees when the
individuals concerned could not afford to
make the required payments, that may be
correct as regards any actual prosecu-
tion being launched. During the eight
years I was a member of the board of
control of the Perth Public Hospital. I
cannot remember any patient having
actually been taken to court for the re-
covery of hospital charges, but I know
that a collector was sent out regularly In
an endeavour to secure payments of out-
standing accounts.

The Minister for Agriculture: And the
accounts were never paid.

Ron. J. G. HIISLOP: At nearly every
meeting of the board large numbers of
accounts had to be written off. That was
altered when the Chifley scheme came
into being. I agree with what Mr. Davies
said regarding the large number of' people

who could not afford to pay heavy hospital
bills, while there are others who, out of
a sense. of responsibility, endeavour to pay
off as much as they possibly can. Others
still refuse to attempt to pay anything
towards the cost of their hospitaisation.
That serves to indicate how inequitable 15
the position as between individuals. I
know that patients on leaving the hospital
have been handed accounts covering the
Cost of their treatment but that position
cannot be rectified merely by the re-
insertion of this provision. I have repeat-
edly asked the Government to institute a
hospital commission, comprising men
trained in hbspital matters, to indicate
what is necessary.

The CHAIRJMAN; Order!I The Corn-
mnittee is merely discussing whether the
clause will be ageed to.

Hon. J. 0. mISLOP: Yes, and I am
suggesting that the deletion of the clause
would not be harmful if the Government
had In mind the appointment of a hospital
commission to deal with hospital prob-
lems. What is proposed in the Bill to
rectify the position simply will not work.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I thought members would have some
opportunity to hear something from Dr.
Hislop.

Hon. A. L. Loton: We did.
Hon. C. W. D. Barker: Of course we did.
The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:

The hon. member said that the hospital
scheme introduced by a late Prime Min-
ister was not wise and then spoke about
the Government collecting Money from
those who could not afford to pay.

Hon. J. 0. Hislop: I did not.
The MIN4ISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:

Surely it is right that the Government
should collect from those who can
afford to pay. Neither Dr. Hislop nor
Mr. Davies took up my challenge when
I said that no hospital has sued patients
for the recovery of charges. We know
there are many people who will not pay
their debts if they can get out of it.

Hon. R. J. Boylen: But patients are
worried and harassed by demands for
payment, including pensioners.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The Government does not worry or harass
patients in that way.

Hon. R. J. Boylen: I can give you in-
stances: where that has teen done, but
not at a Government hospital.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
But not with regard to pensioners.

Hon. R, J. Boylen: Yes.
The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:

I would like to have particulars of a case.
Hon. R'. J. Boylen: 'I can give them to

you.
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The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE: dividual if he cannot meet the bill. I
We must depend upon our officers in these
matters. It is useless to blame the Gov-
ernment or the Minister because certain
things happen. During the three years
I was in charge of the Health Depart-
ment I know the policy was to collect
money if possible, but there was never any
question of harassing people. At the time
Dr. Hislop, was associated with the board
of management of the Perth Public Hos-
pital, as it was called In those days, the
policy was that beds would be available
to patients whether they could pay or not.

Hon. R. J. Boylen: But, none of the
patients pay now.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The hon. member knows why. It is be-
cause the Federal Government makes a
contribution that renders it possible. I
trust the Committee will agree to the
clause. I accept the statement made that
it costs £3 10s. a day at the Infectious
Diseases Hospital, but that seems to be
a very high charge.

Several members interjected.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I think members should interject one at
a time.

The CHAIRMAN: I suggest that the
Minister should address the Chair.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
But some of the interjections are of in-
terest!I However, anything we can pos-
sibly do for the sick should be made avail-
able to them. The Government is not
bard-hearted or harsh, and there has been
no difference in the policy that has
operated. Labour Governments in the
past have acted in the same honest, rea-
sonable way as the present Government
has, and I am sure that will be the posi-
tion in the future as well.

Hon. J. G. HISLO)P: I suggest that
members should not be led astray by the
statements of a Minister who does not
quite understand the position. I did not
say anything like what he attributed to
me. What I told the Committee was that
the Government cannot restore the posi-
tion that obtained prior to 1959 by merely
inserting in the Act a small provision
such as that proposed. A more in-
telligent approach to the subject should
be made. For instance, there could be an
approach to the patient and perhaps rela-
tives so that the question of hospital
charges could be discussed. That will not
be possible under the terms of the clause.

There have been instances of which I
am aware where patients, on their dis-
charge from hospital, have been handed,
their accounts. Probably that does not
apply to every institution. and I will
not name the one where it was done.
That has a definite effect on the In-

asked the Chamber not to accept the
Chifley scheme and I still ask it not to
accept free treatment, but I do not want
to see a complete reversal where a
patient Incurs a liability, and is left
to meet it. We get into gal Sorts of
difficulties. We find that the Common-
wealth takes over the whole cost of one
particular infectious disease, and pays the
patient in addition.

The Minister for Agriculture: How
would you compare T.E. with other
diseases?

Hon. J. 0. HISLOP: The Common-
wealth said it would accept the whole re-
sponsibility in connection with 'T.E., but
not for any other infectious disease. The
Health Department lays down which are
notifiable diseases that call for isolation
and segregation. Patients with ordinary
sicknesses can be treated in their own
homes, but not those who legally have
to be isolated or segregated.

Hon. J. A. Dlmmitt: Is that not a wise
provision?

Hon. J. G. HISLOP: Yes, but the
person who contracts such a disease has
to meet the hospital bill. The whole
problem must be given considerable
thought. I do not believe the Govern-
ment can restore the 1950 position by
reinserting this provision. Something of
this sort is essential, so I am not going
to vote against the clause, but I plead
with the Government to investigate the
relationship of the patient to the cost,
and to the methods of collection.

Hon. A. Rt. JONES: I oppose the clause
because I feel it is not fair to the rich
person who pays huge taxation which in-
cludes social benefits contributions. Such
a person might have to go into an in-
fectious diseases hospital and, through no
fault of his own, be compelled to Pay
more than if he had some other ailment
and went into an ordinary hospital. Ho
should pay the amount that would be
required of him if he went into an
ordinary hospital, but not the extra
charges levied by an infectious diseases
hospital. In the same way, a per-
son in poorer circumstances should
not be expected to pay this amount either.
A Poor family, with two or three of its
members in an infectious diseases hos-
pital, could not possibly pay the 70s. a
day required for each of them. In fact.
it would beyond any family at all.

Hon. C. W. D. BARKER: I cannot
agree with this clause, either. A sick
person should be liable to pa his hospital
fees, but if he contracts a notifiable
disease and is put into an isolation hos-
pital, he should be treated differently.
We should try to find some way of doing
that rather than wipe out the clause
altogether, because if we strike the clause
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out we ruin our chances of getting a
subsidy from the Commonwealth Govern-
ment.

The Minister for Agriculture: I am sure
we would.

Hon. C. W. D). BARKER: I cannot
suggest a way to do it; I leave that to
Dr. Hislop.

Hon. E. M. DAVIES: In reply to the
Minister, I have not endeavoured to cast
any aspersion on the treatment that has
been given in the various hospitals
throughout the State.

The Minister for Agriculture: You
have not done that.

Hon. E. M. DAVIES: I am proud of
the Fremantle institution. In my opinion,
there is no analogy between the person
who is ordinarily sick and the one with~
an infectious disease who is compelled to
go to an infectious diseases hospital. The
charge for the Public ward in a public
hospital is 35s. a day. The Common-
wealth Government makes a contribution
of 8s. a day, plus 4S. to members of ap-
proved health schemes. If a sick person
does not desire to go to a hospital, he
can be nursed in his own home, but a
patient with an infectious disease must be
segregated for the protection of the Pub-
lic. It is not equitable to say that he
should be burdened with today's charges
of 70s. per day for the Infectious Diseases
Hospital. Of course, such a person gets
the Commonwealth amount of 8s. 3d.,
and if he is a member of a health scheme
he gets 9s., plus another 4s., which is a
total of 21s. 3d. a day, but he still has
a large amount to meet himself. If we
wipe out the clause, it should not be
beyond the power of the Government to
bring down other legislation to correct
any anomalies that might arise.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Members are trying to confine this matter
to the infectious diseases hospitals, but
that is not the position; it applies to all
Government hospitals.

Hon. E. M. Davies: I know.
The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:

Under the Commonwealth Act, it applies
to public hospitals, and not to hospitals
where people are forced to go. If mem-
bers strike this provision out, the hospitals
will go back, and then the contributions
made by the Commonwealth Government
for the upkeep of hospitals must cease.
We cannot cover the Federal legislation.
The Health Act in Sections 317 and 318
deals with the position.

Hon. J. G. Hislop: Section 317 deals
with infectious diseases.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The section we have struck out and are
now reintroducing is Section 322, and it
deals with all hospitals.

Sitting suspended from 4 to 4.22 p.mn.

Hon. J. 0. HISLOP: I had a look at
both these Acts during the afternoon tea
suspension and I think I can make the
Position clear to the Minister. In the
Health Act there is a division headed:
"Public Hospitals." So far as the Health
Act is concerned, those public hospitals
are infectious diseases hospitals. Section
317 of that Act reads as follows:-

The local authority may from time
to time, of its own motion, and, when
the Commissioner so requires, shall
provide, equip and maintain hospitals
suitable and sufficient for the recep-
tion and treatment of persons suffer-
ing from infectious disease, and the
reception of persons who have been
in contact with infected persona.

Then we find in Section 318 the follow-
ing:-

(8) Two or more local authorities
may. if they think fit, combine in
Providing and maintaining a common
hospital.

The common hospital is not a general
hospital. A common hospital is when two
local authorities or more combine to form
an infectious diseases hospital that will
look after cases from those two or more
communities. The next section also refers
to infectious diseases hospitals and then
goes on purely in relation to infectious
diseases.

As I have -sMid previously, the Health
Act has never referred to our general
hospitals, but to infectious diseases hos-
pitals. This section has appeared In the
wrong Act. Where it should appear is in
the Hospitals Act of which I have a copy
dated 1927. I do not think it has been
very much altered since. The Hospitals
Act gives the definition of "board," "de-
partment," "Health Act" and so on and
then declares that a public hospital is
really a general hospital which also in-
cludes a maternity home, and any con-
valescent home which is part or a branch
of a public hospital and so on.

It will be seen that the definition of
"public hospital" does not contain the
words "infectious diseases hospitals" at
all. I will read the definition. It is as
follows: -

"Public hospital" includes (subject
to the exceptions hereinafter men-
tioned) any institution founded or
maintained (whether wholly or partly
by or under governmental authority
or otherwise howsoever) for the re-
ception, treatment, and cure of per-
Sons suffering from disease or injury,
or need of medical or surgical treat-
ment or assistance, whether the
treatment or assistance afforded by
the institution is wholly or partly
gratuitous or otherwise.
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The expression "Public hospital"
also includes a maternity home, and
any convalescent home which is part
or a branch of a public hospital; but
It does not include any hospital.
maternity home, or convalescent home
carried on for the purpose of private
gain.

it is quite obvious that there is a distinc-
tion between public hospitals under the
Hospitals Act and public hospitals men-
tioned in the Health Act: those set aside
for the treatment of Infectious diseases.
If the Minister desires to recoup the
money payable by the Commonwealth in
all cases, then the necessary provision
must go into the Hospitals Act and not
in the Health Act. I would suggest to
the Minister that he report progress with
a view to seeking departmental advice in
the matter, because I feel that if this
clause is left in the Health Act It will
refer only to infectious diseases hospitals
and not to general hospitals. This should
not be put back Into the wrong Act and
the Minister would be well advised to get
his department to have another look at
It.

Progress reported.

AUDITOR GENERAL'S REPORT.
Section "A," 1952.

The PRESIDENT: I have received from
the Auditor General a copy of Section
"A" of his report on the Treasurer's state-
ment of the Public Accounts for the finan-
cial year ended the 30th June, 1952. It
will be laid on the Table of the H-ouse.

DILL-TRAFFC ACT AMENDMENT
(No. 2).

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. C. H. HENNING (South-West)
[4.291: Although I am allergic to bees.
I am definitely not allergic to honey or
to the people who keep bees. I would like
to commend Mr. Loton for bringing dawn
this amendment to the Act. When we
find in the principal Act the number and
the classes of people who benefit by these
concessions, then I think it is only, fair
and reasonable that we should include this
other class, although those concerned may
be quite small in numbers.

In the principal Act we find this refer-
ence-

When a trailer or a semi-trailer
which is owned by a person carrying
on a business on a farm and/or
grazing.

Grazing is the eating of grass, the product
of the land. I do not know the term
applied to bees, but I should think It would
be "feeding." After all feeding is a form
of grazing, because the bees feed on the

blossoms of trees, shrubs or plants grown
on the land. The Bill proposes to provide
exemption for a beekeeper who is bona
fide engaged in the keeping of bees sub-
stantially as a means of livelihood. I
understand that the word "substantially"
means that the main part of the bee-
keeper's income would be derived from
this source. The remainder of the word-
ing is practically the same as applies
to graziers and others who come under
this provision by stipulating a vehicle
which is used by such person during the
currency of the license solely or mainly
in connection with the occupation of bee-
keeping.

As Mr. Loton explained, a commercial
beekeeper, in order to obtain the greatest
benefit from his bees, must follow the
blossom during the various seasons. I have
seen quite a number of beekeepers on the
by-ways following the blossoming of the
trees. In Western Australia, taken as a
whole, beekeeping is not aL big industry.
According to the latest statistics, there are
397 registered beekeepers, but only 95 of
them have more than 50 hives. When we
consider that the normal gross return Is
only £5 per hive, members will appreciate
that only a small number of vehicles are
concerned.

I should say that to qualify under the
definition including the word "sub-
stantially," a beekeeper would need to have
at least 100 hives. Then the gross return
would only be in the vicinity of £.500, and
the number of beekeepers with hives over
100 is only 66. Consequently, although
local authorities will be affected to some
extent, I do riot think the amount would
represent more than £5 per vehicle if the
whole 80 were concerned, but I am doubt-
ful whether all of them would be as some
of them might be engaged in some other
form of primary industry.

The statistics show that in 1949-50 the
number of hives was 21,967 whereas in
1950-51 it had declined to 19,538. The
production of honey in 1949-50 was
2,041,156 lb. of a value of £42,978, and in
1950-51, it was 1,314,587 lb. of a value of
£39,027. There is one big point in favour
of Western Australia and that is while
the Commonwealth production of honey
is 78.25 lb. per hive, the Western Australian
average is 92.92 lb. I believe that the high
production here is due to the fact that
the commercial beekeeper follows the
blossom during the season.

I hope that the Bill will be passed, be-
cause I consider it to be an anomaly that
the beekeeper was not included in the par-
ent Act. By including him, we may be pav-
ing the way to some extent to securing an
increase in the production of honey In this
State. We have no surplus honey for ex-
port and, on the figures of the Govern-
ment Statistician, I should not be sur-
prised If we are importing large quantities.
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If that is so. we should take steps to In-
crease our production, because we have all
the conditions favourable to that end. The
beekeepers need a little additional en-
couragement, which will be afforded by the
passing of the Bill.

-Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.
Hon. J. A. Dimamitt in the Chair; Hon.

A. L. Loton in charge of the Bill.
Clauses 1 and 2-agreed to.
Clause 3-Amendment of Section 11:
Hon. A. L. LOTON: In reply to Mr. Hen-

ning, I point out that the words used in
the parent Act are. "solely or mainly,' but
the Parliamentary Draftsman suggested
that the word "substantially" should be
employed in this measure.

Clause put and passed.
Title-agreed to.
Bill reported without amendment and

the report adopted.

BiLL-LAND AGENTS ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 21st October.

HON. R. J. BOYLEN (South-East)
[4.39): I support the second reading. I
have very few remarks to offer on the Bill
as I consider it a move in the right direc-
tion to control further the activities of
land agents. The measure will permit of
our being more selective than in the past
of the people who are to be licensed to
carry on this occupation as they will have
to submit testimonials, lodge deposits and
satisfy the court that they are fit and pro-
per persons to be licensed.

In recent years and more especially in
recent months, members of the public have
been exploited by some of these people.
The provisions of this measure will have
the effect of tightening up the Act and
safeguarding the interests of people who
have to avail themselves of the services of
land agents. There are Many directions in
which the public can be exploited. Land
agents handle trust moneys, and it is only
right that these should be safeguarded.
I believe that the measure will make it
increasingly difficult for any land agent
to deny the public reasonable service and
consideration.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

BILL-FRENDLY SOCIETIES ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 14th October.

HON. F. R. H. LAVERY (West) 14.44t:
1 asked for the adjournment of the de-
bate in order that I might have timae to
study the provisions of the Bill. Alter per-
using the proposals. I am satisfied that the
measure is necessary and contains nothing
of a contentious nature. I support the
second reading.

Question Put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.
Bill passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.

BILL-POLICE ACT AMENDMENT
Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT
(Hon. C. H. Simpson-Midland) (4.46] in
moving the second reading said: This
is an unusual Bill inasmuch as It does not
actually amend the principal Act in any
way. Its purpose Is to allow the consoli-
dation and reprint of the principal Act and
the 11 Acts by which it has been amended
since 1894. Such consolidations are usu-
ally carried out under the Amendments
Incorporation Act of 1938, but in this case
the nature of the majority of the amend-
ing Acts will not permit of this being done.
Four of these amending Acts are such that
they could be included in a reprint under
the authority of the Amendments Incor-
poration Act and they are therefore not
dealt with in the Bill.

In several of the other amending Acts
no reference is made to the principal Act
although they and the principal Act have
to be read and construed as one. There
also are many sections in the amending
Acts, which, without this Bill, cannot be
inserted in proper sequence in the princi-
Pal Act. The result has been a hotchpotch
of legislation which is difficult to compre-
hend and which legal practitioners and
others find cumbersome in court work. The
Act is frequently consulted by departmen-
hi officers, representatives of the legal
profession and lay persons, and copies
should be available in a form easily un-
derstood.

The Bill is designed to bring about this
state of affairs. It will enable the Act as
amended from time to time to be re-
printed. The Bill will not alter the law
as it exists, the only amendments being
those necessary to remove redundancies
and those consequential on a consolida-
tion. It is proposed to bring the revised
Act into operation on a date to be fixed
by Proclamation. This is being done so
that all Outlying Police stations will have
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copies before it is Proclaimed, thus en-
abling correct descriptions of offences to
be used in complaints, etc. and for various
documents to be amended accordingly. I
mhove-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

HON. H. S. W. PARKER (Suburban)
(4.491: 1 regret that this Bill has been
brought forward, although I propose to
vote for it. There are a great many police
Acts. The Police Act of 1892 deals with
the administration of the Police Force and
also with a considerable number of petty
offences such as vagabondage, gambling.
prostitution, drunkenness and all sorts of
minor offences. I have always been in
favour of two Acts, a police administration
Act and a Police offences Act, so that the
administration of the Police Force would
be entirely apart, so far as the statutes
are concerned, from petty offences such as
those committed by rogues and vagabonds.

Recently I had an opportunity of being
one of a committee of members of both
Houses appointed to go into this matter
with the Attorney General and the drafts-
man, and I raised the same point as I
am submitting now. Although there was
agreement with my view-and, of course,
many amendments are required to the pro-
visions dealing with the administration of
the Police Force and many to those deal-
ing with petty offences-it was pointed out
that the law governing these matters was
contained in so many statutes that it was
rather difficult to draw up a comprehen-
sive consolidating measure to deal straight
away with the two subjects separately. It
was stated that considerable time would
be required.

I agree that a great deal of drafting
would be needed and the measure would
be a big one. It was pointed out that
this could not be done during the current
session. It was also stated that the origi-
nal Police Act is out of print and to re-
print it would be foolish unless all the
other measures were reprinted and unless
there was a consolidation. There cannot
be Consolidation unless we pass this
measure. This Bill is merely to consoli-
date prehistoric drafting. But consolida-
tion is urgently required because law Stu-
dents at the University cannot get copies
of the measures, nor can the Police Force
and outback stations get supplies. It
is therefore essential that the Hill should
be Passed so that the statute can be
printed quickly.

I trust that having once got this con-
solidation through the printers, after the
passing of the Eil, the Government will
not lose one minute in putting on. not
one draftsman, but several draftsmen to
rewrite the whole of the Police Act and
divide it Into two parts, one to deal with
the administration of the Police Force and
the other with petty offences. May I
give an example of what occurs? When a

man Is charged in the Police Court with
keeping a common gaming house, defend-
ing counsel immediately asks the prose-
cuting sergeant whether he is prosecut-
ing under the Criminal Code or the
Police Act. Very often the sergeant does
not know and the defending counsel
scores the first hit because he has thrown
him off balance. The law is confusing.
If offences are dealt with in the Criminal
Code, they should be taken out of the
Police Act. There are many instances
of the kind I have mentioned, and I
sincerely trust that the Bill will be passed
and that the Government will then have
the law brought up to date and put in an
intelligible form.

HON. E. M. HEENAN (North-East)
[4.54]: I also was a member of the all-
party committee to which Mr. Parker has
referred and, through the courtesy of the
Attorney General, that committee had
an opportunity to go through this mea-
sure carefully and have it fully explained.
I wholeheartedly support it and strongly
recommend it to the House. As the Min-
ister adequately pointed out, it does not
alter the Police Act and its amendments in
any way beyond carrying out the very
necessary task of consolidating the mea-
sure and all its amendments, It will do a
great amount of good and the consolidated
statute will be of great convenience to
all concerned, Including members of this
House and others whose occupations bring
them Into contact with the framing and
interpretation of our legislation. I com-
mend the Government for bringing down
the Bill.

THE MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT
(Hon. C. H. Simpson-Midland- in reply)
14.551: 1 was very interested in the contri-
bution to the debate by our two legal
members. I think it was made quite
clear when the Hill was introduced that
the object is to reframe the measure in
such a way that it will be intelligible not
Only *to the legal fraternity and police
officers but to laymen as well. I take it
from Mr. Parker's remarks that what he
suggests can be done without introducing
any amendments to this Bill. Having re-
gard to the intention of those who will
be charged with the duty of consolidating
the Act, I should say that they would
give very careful consideration to his sug-
gestions. In any event, I will make it
my duty to draw the attention of the At-
torney General to the Points raised, so
that they can be carefully considered
when the work is done.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.
Bill Passed through Committee without

debate, reported without amendment and
the report adopted.
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MOTION-PRVATE INQUEIRY AGENTS.

To Inqu ire by Select Committee.

Debate resumed from the 14th October.
on the following motion by Hon. E. Md.
Heenan:-

That a Select Committee be ap-
pointed to investigate and report upon
the activities of private inquiry agents.
and, if deemed advisable, to make
recommendations for legislation In
connection therewith.

HON. L. A. LOGAN (Midland) [5.01:
I wish to associate myself with Mr. Heenan
In his request for a Select Committee to
inquire into the activities of private in-
quiry agents. It is probably a tragedy that
our social order is such as to require this
type of agent in our midst, but they are
there and are apparently performing what
is, in the circumstances, a necessary func-
tion. We know that their main purpose
is to collect evidence for either a husband
or wife for divorce purposes. If either the
husband or wife does not like the idea of
waiting for five years to gain a divorce
on the grounds of separation for that
period, the remaining available ground is
generally adultery.

We know that it Is in most instances
necessary for evidence of adultery to be
produced, and that is where these agents
come into the picture. Unfortunately, they
have not always played the game, and even
since Mr. Heenan moved his motion cer-
tain information has been given to me
backing up my opinion that an Inquiry is
necessary. It has been practically proved
to me that a certain inquiry agent was
acting for one party and receiving a fairly
heavy fee, and then went to the other
party, told what he was doing and pre-
sumably collected a further fee from that
source.

I do not for a moment doubt that if
this inquiry is agreed to we will find that
this sort of thing happens in a number
of instances. The present-day trend is
that before people can operate in many
fields they must be licensed, and I think
that should apply to private inquiry agents.
A Select Committee would enable us to gain
evidence and submit to Parliament a basis
upon which to frame suitable legislation.

Question put and passed; the motion
agreed to.

Select Committ ee Avpointed.

On motion by Hon. E. Md. Heenan. a
Select Committee appointed consisting of
Hon. R. J. Boylen, Hon. A. R. Jones, Hon.
L. A. Logan. Hon. J. Murray and the mover,
with power to call for persons and Papers
and to sit on days over which the House
stands adjourned: to report on the 25th
November.

BILL-NURSES REGISTRATION ACT
AMENDMENT (No. 1).

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT
(Hon. C. H. Simpson-Midland) (5.5] in
moving the second reading said: The pur-
Pose of this Bill is to provide statutory
authority for the employment in hospitals
of a class of nursing assistants who will
bear the title of "trained nursing aides."
For many years it has been the practice
in this State to employ nursing assistants
on work that does not warrant the services
of a fully qualified nurse. This occurs not
only in Western Australia but also else-
where in the Commonwealth and the
world.

A few years ago a survey conducted in
the United States of America by that
country's College of Surgeons revealed that
two-thirds of the nursing tasks required
for an avenage patient in a general hospital
could be performed by a person trained to
a lower level of skill than that of a trained
nurse. In Western Australia many hos-
pitals employ only one or two fully-trained
nurses, the majority of the persons work-
ing in the wards having acted as nursing
aides for years. and, in the course of their
duties, having acquired a considerable
amount of skill and experience.

Not only in this State but also in other
parts of the world the service rendered
by these aides is regarded as of the utmost
value. It is proposed in the Bill to follow
the example set in Victoria and to give
these aides status in the nursing profes-
sion. provided they have the necessary skill
and experience. To implement this, the
Bill seeks to incorporate in the Act a defini-
tion of the term "trained nursing aide."
To be enrolled as an aide the applicant
must be of good fame and character and
must at all times keep the Nurses Regis-
tration Board aware of her address. Other
conditions to which an aide will have to
conform will be those that apply to age,
educational standard, health and training.

Any persons at present employed as
aides, and who, within six months of the
Bil becoming law, can assure the Nurses
Registration Board of their competency,
can be enrolled as aides without examina-
tion. This is a reasonable Provision as
many of these girls or women have, by
experience, obtained considerable skill at
their work. All aides enrolled by the
board will be presented with a certificate
and a badge, and it will be an offence for
any person to wrongly state that she is
enrolled as a trained nursing aide. Under
the Act a nurse's cap may be worn only
by a registered nurse. As a result of the
enrolling of aides, it is proposed to pre-
scribe by regulation, differing types of caps
for the various classes of nurses,

I might say that the various nurses'
organisations are in favour of the pro-
posals in the Bill. The Western Australian
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Nurses' Association advised the Minister
for Health, on the 12th September last,
that the scheme had Its full support and
that it had already applied to the Arbitra-
tion Court for its constitution to be altered
to include nursing aides. The association
said it felt that aides would take an im-
portant place in the nursing world. A
letter was also received from the Austra-
lasian Trained Nurses' Association sup-
porting the principle of a training course
for the aides.

The Bill also contains a provision pro-
tecting members of the board from liability
for acts performed in good faith In the
exercise of their duties. At present the
conditions which must be complied with
before nurses may be registered are speci-
fied in the Act. With the increased number
of classes of nurses now practising, this
method of dealing with the matter is be-
coming unwieldy and it is proposed in the
Bill in future to make regulations pre-
scribing the courses of training and insti-
tutions at which training may be under-
taken. I trust that the House will agree
to the Bill, which, as I have said, has the
recommendation of the nurses' union and
the Nurses Registration Board. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

On motion by Ron. 0. Bennetts, debate
adjourned.

BILL-_BUL.DING OPERATIONS AND
BUILDING MATERIALS CONTROL
ACT AMENDMENT AND CONTINU-
ANCE.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT
(Hon. C. H. Simpson-Midland) t5.12J in
moving the second reading said: There
are two amendments in this Bill, the first
to repeal Part IV of the Act, and the
other to continue the operations of the
balance of the Act for a further 12 months
to the 31st December, 1953. As all con-
trols over the distribution of materials
were removed by the Government In June
last, Part IV of the Act, under which
restrictions were imposed upon the acquisi-
tion and disposal of materials, Is now
redundant and may be deleted from the
Act.

As members are aware, the Act was
introduced in 1945 at a time when building
materials and skilled tradesmen were at
a premium and the housing shortage con-
stituted a grave national problem. Al-
though the general housing position has
not Permitted the entire cessation of con-
trols. these have been subjected, during
the past 2* years, to a system of gradual
relaxation. In February, 1950, controls
were eased to the extent of permitting
Immediate erection of homes of up to 9
squares. Five Months later this was ex-

tended to include houses of up to 121
squares, and in July, 1951, the maximum
area was increased to 15 squares.

The steady improvement in the supply
of materials enabled the Goverrnent in
March, 1952, to relinquish all controls
over the building of homes, and in June,
as I have mentioned, control over the dis-
tribution of materials ceased. The only
control now existent is the necessity to
obtain a permit to build other than for
residential purposes. Applications of this
nature are dealt with on their merits, a
deciding factor being the needs of an
expanded and balanced building pro-
gramme and its impact on t~he materials
and labour position. It cannot be Justi-
fiably said that the claims of Industrial
building have been ignored, and the fol-
lowing comparison will substantiate this
assertion. During 1946-47, 220 buildings
other than dwellings were completed at
a cost of £357,000. In 195 1-52 these figures
had increased to 727 at a cost of £2,193,
000.

The Government is of the opinion that
so far as industrial, commercial and social
buildings are concerned, the part of the
Act relating to permits should be con-
tinued for a further 12 months. The sharp
impetus in industrial expansion which we
are about to experience will create large
demands upon the availability of labour
and materials. The Government is com-
mitted to -a housing programme at Kwin-
ana on behalf of the Anglo-Iranian Oil
Coy., and there is no doubt that the new
industrial projects will encourage a con-
tinuance of the flow of migration into the
State, with Its consequent strain on hous-
ing facilities.

The continuance of the permit system
respecting non-housing building will en-
able any permit to be conditioned so far as
materials are concerned and prevent their
diversion into non-essential channels. I
have said on several occasions and I re-
peat: The Government has no taste for
controls, and will be only too happy to
relinquish them immediately it is con-
vinced they are no longer in the interests
of the people.

The progressive relaxation of controls
on private house building has followed the
trend of improvement In the supply of
the basic materials such as clay bricks,
asbestos cement sheets, tiles, fibrous plaster
and timber. Together with the Importa-
tion of steel, piping, galvanised iron and
cement, this has enabled a balanced in-
dustrial programme to proceed hand in
hand with home-building. The Govern-
ment has played an important part in
improving material production, particu-
larly In connection with the steps taken
In building new wire cut and pressed brick
works and in the opening of new timber
mills. It has also imported materils for
much of its own works programme.
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The great demand upon materials and
labour by housing requirements is re-
vealed by a glance at comparative figures.
In 1946-47, 1,792 homes were erected.
while In 1951-52, this number had risen
to 6,577; an increase of 367 per cent. The
quiarter, July to September. 1952. showed
a further increase, the 1,899 houses corn-
pleted being equivalent to an annual rate
of 7.600. The continuing need for homes
is further emphasised when it is under-
stood that, despite financial restrictions,
the niunber of homes under construction
on the 30th June, 1952, was 6,917, this
being a record.

The Government here, too, has borne
its &hare in assisting in the housing of
the people, by means of housing Projects.
precut and imported homes. Since June.
1947, the number of tradesmen employed
on building activities has increased from
5.242 to 6,654 in June last. This has,
in no small measure, been contributed to
by the Government's efforts in contracting
for the erection of imported houses with
Austrian labour and in its sponsoring of
British tradesmen for its own and private
contractors' projects.

Although it is proposed to retain per-
mit control over non-housing building, it
will be possible under the amending Act
of 1950, to exclude by regulation, any
operation or part operation from the pro-
visions of the Act. At the present time
applications for which permits have not
yet been approved represent an estimated
expenditure of £3,000,000. These include
three banks, £9,375; 13 garages and service
stations. £27,057; six halls, £56,250; 22
industrial projects, £360,350: six institu-
tions and hostels, £171,700; 12 offices,
£1,269,000; 58 shop&-42 of which are in
the metropolitan area and 16 In the coun-
try-296,480; 14 picture theatres and gar-
dens, £194,520; 28 hotel alterations and
additions, £273,781; five new hotels.
£251,000; and three extensions to sporting
bodies' facilities, £22,385.

These represent 170 projects at an aver-
age cost of £17,600 each, so it can be
realised the amount of materials and lab-
our that would be diverted to such purposes
from the more essential requirements of
housing and industrial construction. In
view of the indisputable fact that equilib-
rium has not yet been established between
housing and demand, allied to the very
considerable inroads that industrialisa-
tion will make on available materials and
labour, the Government asks that power
be retained for a further Year to divert
the flow of materials and labour into those
channels which possess the greatest pri-
ority.

Certain sources have alleged that the
building position is much improved; in
fact, it has even been said that a reces-
sion in the trade has occurred. This is
not borne out by facts. A target of 7,000

homes per year has been set, exclusive
of the 330 annually for the next three
years to be built at Ewinana. Some three
months ago the State Housing Commis-
Sion called its first tenders for a con-
siderable time. These were in multiples
of five, and tenders were received for less
than half of them.

In response to an Inquiry recently for
carpenters the Commonwealth Employ-
ment Service reported that it could not at
present meet the demand for these trades-
men. It is apparent that while migration
continues at its present rate, the housing
Problem will continue to be difficult and
I therefore submit to this House that It
is in the interests of the State to agree
to this Bill. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

On motion by Hon. E. M. Davies, debate
adjourned.

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT.
Coogee-Kwfnana Railway Bill.

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT:
Before the House adjourns, I would like,
with the indulgence of members, to make
a statement. Members are Invited to in-
spect the photographs of the proposed
Coogee-Icwlnana railway line which will
be on view in the committee room up-
stairs at the Council end at 3 p.m. next
Tuesday. I have arranged for one of the
Railway Department engineers to be pre-
sent to explain various points and to
answer any questions that members wish
to put in their desire to obtain informa-
tion.

House adjourned at 5.24 p.m7.


